
Sample questions of self-evaluation:
1. Main sources for the period 1000-1200.

-What is the social profile of 11th and 12th – century Byzantine historians and chroniclers?
-Which are the most important sources for the Byzantine administrative system during that period?
-Where do we mainly find archival documents from the 11th-12th centuries? Why did they survive?

2. The Byzantine Empire in its geographical framework.
-Which were the most common forms of contact between Byzantine Romans and the people of Medieval Europe until the end of the eleventh century?
-What is a schism? Which were the deeper causes of the schism between the Churches of Rome and Constantinople?
-What were the consequences of the privileges that Byzantine Emperors accorded to the Venetians? 
3. Society and Economy
-Which are the most important reforms undertaken during the reign of Alexios I Komnenos? What was their aim?
-How can we explain the minting of coins made of metal alloys in the reformed monetary system of the 12th century?
-How can we explain the frequent revolts on the part of military aristocrats during the eleventh century? Why aren’t there similar revolts under the Komnenoi?
-What are the main traits of eleventh- and twelfth-century developments in agrarian and urban economy?

4. The Komnenoi and the Crusades
-What part did the Byzantines play in the First Crusade? How did the relation of emperor Alexios I and the crusaders develop? 
-Which were the consequences of the First Crusade for the Byzantine Roman Empire?
-What were the relations between the Byzantine/Roman Empire and the crusader states created after the First Crusade? Why did Roman emperors get involved in Middle Eastern affairs? Which were the points of friction between the Empire and the crusader states?
5. The Era of Manuel I
-What were the basic aims of Manuel I’s foreign policy? 
-Comment on the view that Manuel I’s policies are responsible for the subsequent economic and political collapse of the Empire.
-Discuss text no 7 in the appendix of Kazhdan/Epstein’s book.

6. Twelfth-century society
-Changes in the structure and character of aristocratic families in the 12th century.
-What are the new trends in the content of Byzantine art and literature in the 12th century, and how can they be explained in social terms?
-Foreigners in the Byzantine Empire in the 12th century. In what capacities were they present there? How were they treated by the state and by the local population? See also Kazhdan/Epstein, text no 47.
-Developments in byzantine provincial cities in the 12th century.

[bookmark: _GoBack]7.  Andronikos I and the Angeloi
-What are the signs that the Roman Empire enters a period of crisis in the years 1180-1204? What could be the causes of that crisis?
-How do we explain “centrifuge” tendencies in the Roman Empire after 1180? Mention some examples.

8. The Fourth Crusade 
-How can we explain the attack on Constantinople by the crusaders?
-Why were the Byzantine Romans unable to defend their capital in 1203/4?

